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UPCOMING EVENTS:

National Volunteer Week
On Tuesday 18 May Year 11 and 12 students participated in 
a service-learning excursion to the State Emergency Service 
(SES) and Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service (VFRS) operations 
facility on Brazier St. This excursion was a great opportunity for 
students to gain an insight into the operational capacity and inner 
workings of our regional emergency services when reacting to 
large scale emergency events.

26 May
Inter-house Cross Country 
Championships

31 May - 4 June
Year 10-12 Semester Exams

2 June
Open Morning

7 June
West Australia Day Public Holiday

10 June
Chess event at ESHS

17 June
Inter-school Cross Country
Championships

25 June
Advanced Standing Reward 
Luncheon

27 June - 2 July
Countryweek

2 July
Term 2 - Last Day

6 July 
Semester 2 Reports Released



From the Executive Principal 

Welcome 
Welcome to the first edition of the new EACS Newsletter.  I understand that the School has had various formats of School 
newsletters in the past; and in more recent times this has been substituted by the Executive Team Address (ETA) which has 
served its purpose, however, the School trusts that this new newsletter format will be a more easily read and accessible 
version of the same information. 

As far as the title of the Newsletter, there is some work to do there, so if you have a more creative streak in you, than do I, 
please forward your suggestion for a new newsletter title direct to the School, for our consideration. 

Mathematics Focus
Each newsletter will have a Learning Area focus so that parents are provided with insight into the classroom activities and 
engagement of the students in their learning.  To kick things off, Mathematics is the first Learning Area to be highlighted.  It 
only seems right in this season of NAPLAN Assessments.

I trust that parents may appreciate the insights provided and may use the articles produced for each area as a talking point 
with their children. 

2021 School Themes
It is hard to believe that we have already reached Week 5 of Term 2.  We have seen an engaging 15 school weeks at 
Esperance Anglican Community School and throughout that time I have been pleased with the way that the staff and students 
have embraced the promotion of our School themes for 2021.  At the beginning of the School year I challenged the staff and 
students quite separately with two themes, being ‘Every Lesson matters’ (students) and ‘Every Student, Every Lesson’ 
(staff).  

The staff have modelled and reinforced the staff theme through their active endeavour to cater for all students’ individual 
needs in every lesson.  This has been implemented through the School’s active focus to develop the formative assessment 
practices and strategies of the staff.  All staff have been encouraged to review their own practice through the implementation 
of a variety of formative assessment strategies, as well as seek feedback from their students about how they may teach 
more effectively, through the use of exit tickets.  The formative assessment focus will allow all staff the necessary time to 
professionally reflect on their teaching, as well as meet the needs of all of their students.

Students have been challenged to turn up to every lesson with the right attitude, focus and demeanour, in order to assist and 
support their learning.  If our students focus on these important aspects of their engagement with each other and the staff, as 
well as develop a growth mindset, these personal attributes will have a positive impact on their ability to learn and engage in 
each lesson.

As parents you may support the School’s themes by reminding your children of the importance to positively engage in every 
lesson, as well as to be practically and mentally prepared to give of their best every single day. 

NAPLAN
Over the past two weeks students in Years 7 and 9 have been involved in NAPLAN testing. The data from the NAPLAN 
Assessments provides EACS with the ability to compare our students’ achievements against National Standards and with 
student achievement in other states and territories. It also permits the monitoring of individual progress over time. 

When interpreting the data it must be recognised that the assessment represents a student’s achievement on one assessment 
on a single day in that year; and that direct comparison of statistical results are limited in scope given the small sample size 
represented by single year groups in a single school.

It should be noted that EACS does not support ‘teaching to the assessment’. The result of this approach is that students 
from EACS engage in curriculum that is authentic and critical to genuine learning. The results of NAPLAN assessments are 
therefore not ‘inflated’ by overt practice and represent a genuine snapshot of a child’s progress in these domains within the 
limitations of the statistics noted above.

The School expects to receive all NAPLAN results between mid-August to mid-September, after which parents will receive 
their individual children’s results.  The School will analyse the individual and cohort data in order to more effectively cater for 
each individual student as well of the needs of each cohort of students.
Every Blessing

Jason Bartell
Executive Principal



Curriculum Focus: Maths
Mathematics at EACS aligns with the Australian Curriculum across the three content strands of Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. The content strands are categorized according to the level of 
complexity associated with the development of concepts across four proficiency strands: Understanding, fluency, problem 
solving and reasoning.
Students should be demonstrating proficiency working within the content, demonstrating understanding and fluency to achieve 
a satisfactory C grade at year level. Those students who begin to demonstrate concept mastery across the higher order 
proficiency strands of problem solving and reasoning can then aspire to achieve an A or a B grade at year level.
A range of summative (test-based) and formative (multi-mode) assessment gives students the opportunity to apply their 
skills across a broad spectrum of learning. Education Perfect is a software product to which the school subscribes as a 
complimentary resource to consolidate the learning of concepts through repetition and practice in an engaging and visual 
manner.
The challenge for Teachers is to differentiate the content to ensure that it is gives all students the ability to demonstrate growth 
in their learning from point A to point B. This starting point and trajectory of learning is not rigid yet is very different for each 
student. 
Year 9 students this term have been learning about Statistics and attempting to answer the following essential question:
“How can you find and use statistics to understand your community better?”
Students have interpreted this essential question, relating it directly back to their own school community. They have been 
embarking on an investigation to compare Year 9 boys and girls across a range of hypothesis, both question-based and 
experimental-based. 

Some investigative questions include:
• How many hours did you sleep last night?
• How many days in the week do you use the School canteen?
• How many sports or activities do you participate in throughout the year?
Some investigative experiments include:
• Stand 3m from a bucket and throw 10 balls towards the bucket. Record the number of successful attempts.
• From a glance memorise 10 words and recount as many as you can.
• Perform as many push-ups as you can in 15 seconds.
Now that all the data collection has been finalized the task for students is to present their findings using the knowledge 
acquired. This involves scrutinising the data features, organizing and displaying the data, analysing the data and interpreting  
to form conclusions. The final element of the cyclical investigative process is to then reflect on the initial hypothesis posed.
To provide a level of challenge and extension students have been asked to present their data using Excel, hence they have 
been learning about how to enter formula to quickly and accurately analyse data pertaining to measures of central tendency 
(mode, median, mean) and dispersion (range). Students must then use their interpretive skills and creative flair to present the 
data using a variety of presentation modes (tables, graphs) that is visually appealing and intuitive for the reader to understand.
The Maths Department encourages all students to strive to achieve their personal best in all avenues of mathematical 
exploration.



Rick Wilson MP Visit
Last Wednesday 19 May we were fortunate to secure a visit from Federal member 
for O’Connor Rick Wilson to speak with Year 9 about Government and the Australian 
Parliamentary system. Mr Wilson was also accompanied by two Senators. Students 
have been learning about Government and Democracy through their study of Civics 
and Citizenship in HASS this term. Mr Wilson spoke with the students about a number 
of aspects relating to the topic of ‘What is a Member of Parliament’, including:

• Three levels of Government (Local, State and Federal)
• House of Representatives
• Senate
• Electorates and elections
• Forming Government
• Roles and responsibilities of an MP
• Making laws

McVay House welcomes their latest staff 
member, Fabiola, our newest Residential 
Supervisor. 

Originally from Brazil, she has spent the last 
few years in Kalgoorlie and Perth. Fabiola has 
a keen interest in mental health, as she started 
her Psychology degree in Brazil, and since 
becoming a permanent resident of Australia 
has begun working towards completing her 
Certificate IV in Mental Health. Her long-term 
goal is to complete her diploma and utilise her 
developed skills to assist young people.

Fabiola is keen to start familiarising herself with 
the boarders and their families, and once the 
weather warms up, heading to the beach for 
some nice walks.

New Boarding House Staff Member: 
Fabiola Nunes Alves

Live, learn and play in the heart of Esperance



Community Notices

      

 

 

 

21 May 2021 
Fishing from the Esperance Jetty: Important rules and tips  
 
With much anticipation, on 28 March the Esperance community came together to celebrate the opening of 
the new Esperance Jetty, providing access to some great fishing opportunities.  
 
Locals and visitors alike have enjoyed this favoured jetty pastime - fishing for herring, skippy, whiting and 
squid. 
 
While most recreational fishers know and follow the fishing rules and etiquette, it is important to remind 
everyone to fish responsibly and within the rules. 
 
DPIRD Community Education Officer Kimberly Jenkins said fishers needed to be able to identify their catch, 
and understand the bag and size limits associated with each species.   
 
“If fishers are unable to identify their catch, or catch undersize fish, they must be returned to the water as 
carefully and quickly as possible,” Ms Jenkins said.  
 
“Some species that inhabit the waters off the Esperance Jetty are protected, such as Black and Smooth 
stingrays.   
 
“These animals are common in our temperate waters, and tend to be residential, inquisitive and often 
placid.  They also play an important role in the marine ecosystem as scavengers and predators.   
 
“If caught, Black and Smooth stingrays must be released immediately without being harmed.”   
 
It is easy to keep up to date with WA’s recreational fishing rules online at www.fish.wa.gove.au/rules or by 
accessing the most current Recreational Fishing Guide.  
 
The Recfishwest App is another easy way to access WA’s fishing rules even out of phone range. The 
Recfishwest App is free to download from the Apple App Store and Google Play, and in addition to 
containing WA’s fishing rules, the App also has a useful Fish ID function to help identify unfamiliar species.  
 
“Practicing good ‘catch care’ is another important duty of fishers,” Ms Jenkins said. Handling fish carefully 
and knowing how to despatch a fish intended for keeping quickly and humanely are important.    
 
“Once despatched, fish should be placed in an ice slurry and fishers should make an effort to wash off any 
fish blood or squid ink that has spilt onto the jetty, and remember to always discard any rubbish 
appropriately.  
 
“When recreational fishers follow the rules, practice good catch care, take note of any protected species, 
and act accordingly, they are helping to ensure there are fish for the future.” 
 
For more catch care tips visit www.fish.wa.gov.au/catchcare 
 
Contact: 
Kimberly Jenkins, Community Education Officer, m: 0417 287 682   
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