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UPCOMING EVENTS:

11 March  
School Ball - Postponed

15 March  
COVID Vaccination (optional) 

29-31 March 
Executive Principal in school

8 April  
Last day of Term 1

17 April  
Easter Sunday

25 April  
ANZAC Day

27 April  
First day of Term 2

Educating the whole person – in mind, body and spirit 

Aussie of the Month
Ella Ivers
Ella has settled into high school extremely well. She has observed 
helping and tutoring her peers as well as challenging herself. Her 
ability to set high expectations of herself and work towards achieving 
them is an exceptional attribute. Well done, Ella.

Yiran Wei
Yiran has settled into life at EACS extremely well. She has a positive 
and industrious attitude. She continually comes to her classes with a 
positive attitude and a willingness to learn. She contributes to class 
discussions, practising her English skills. Well done, Yiran.



From the Executive Principal 

COVID-19 – Not just a physical impact!!
The arrival of COVID in Esperance heightens all of our senses to keep ourselves and others safe. Staff and 
students attending the School have adhered to the physical aspects of keeping each other safe, such as 
physical distancing, wearing masks, sanitising and making sure that we focus on washing our hands. All of 
these aspects are vitally important; however, we should also focus on the maintenance and enhancement 
of our own and other’s mental health during such times.

The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have been vast and are not limited to physical health. Many 
adolescents have experienced disruptions to daily life, including changes in their school routine and family’s 
financial or emotional security, potentially impacting their emotional wellbeing. In low COVID-19 prevalence 
settings, such as Esperance, the impact of isolation has been mitigated for most young people through 
continued face-to-face schooling, yet there may still be significant impacts on their wellbeing that could be 
attributed to the pandemic.

I was recently reading a research article that focussed on the impacts on the mental health of adolescents 
in WA during the pandemic.  Entitled Western Australian adolescent emotional wellbeing during the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020  the research article concluded that the proportion of secondary school 
students with indicatively higher scores as measured by The Child Health Utility Index (CHU9D) was 
substantially elevated when compared to a 2013/2014 benchmark, and distress increased as the pandemic 
progressed, despite the low local prevalence of COVID-19. This may indicate a general decline in social 
and emotional wellbeing exacerbated by the events of the pandemic.

At the commencement of the 2022 academic year, all staff participated in professional development, 
focussing on the support of people who may be thinking of harming themselves.  While this professional 
development may have seemed confronting for some, it empowered all of our staff to ask the hard questions 
and to know how to seek assistance for people who are most vulnerable.

Now is the time that we all need to ask each other the vital question – How are you feeling? and to be brave 
enough to provide an honest answer if we require assistance. 

Esperance Anglican Community School will focus on the necessary aspects of keeping each other physically 
safe, however, we are also cognisant of the fact that our community’s mental health throughout these times 
if is vital importance also.

New Staff
In the last edition of the School’s newsletter, we focus our attention on some members of our new staff, Mr 
Shane Meyer, Miss Abbey Tobin, Miss Kenya Forsyth, and Mr Zane Sawyer.  In this edition of our newsletter, 
we have included short biographies from our new staff including Rosie Henderson, Max Bosworth, Glen 
Henderson, Phil Lindsay and Annie Smith.  I would encourage you to read these short biographies and 
learn a little more about our new staff. I know I enjoyed the read.

All of our new staff are valued, and have had an immediate impact on the re-energising and rejuvenation of 
our School community  I wish to extend a warm welcome to Rosie, Max, Glen, Phil and Lindsay.  

EACS is looking forward to the valuable contribution that all of our new and existing staff will bring to our 
growing school community in 2022.  

Every Blessing, keep well and stay safe.

 

Jason Bartell 
Executive Principal



We have welcomed nine new staff members into our EACS school community for the commencement of Term 1 2022.  
Over the next few newsletters we will be publishing a short paragraph of introduction for each new arrival.  This edition 
focuses on our boarding house supervisors, grounds person and IT support staff.  

Introducing Our New Staff

G’day all. I’m Rosie, a born and bred Esperance farm girl who returned to her 
hometown a few years ago after studying in Perth and travelling for 4 years. My 
undergrad studies were in Politics, International Relations, and Journalism, and 
my post grad in Marketing. When I’m not working the kids, I work for myself doing 
freelance photography, videography, writing, and creative direction. My passions - 
the ocean, the bush, creativity, mental health, storytelling, and my number one side 
kick (of the red Kelpie kind), Nelson.
Rosie Henderson

It’s nice to be back! After graduating as a student from EACS back in 2017, I have 
recently completed my undergraduate studies specialising in Classical Music 
Theory and Performance, as well as obtaining my Diploma of Modern Languages in 
Japanese. My time at EACS provided me with a deep sense of curiosity and creative 
drive that I have taken with me into my professional pursuits whilst studying in Perth. 
I have spent the past 4 years working as a tour guide, private music and Japanese 
teacher, university residential advisor, as well as managing the annual St George’s 
College Year 9 Camp. I’m looking forward to working at EACS and I hope to see you 
all around!
Max Bosworth

My name is Glen Henderson, I am the new IT Assistant and have been hired to 
help assist anyone with their technological issues. I have grown up fixing IOS 
Devices, Macs, Windows, Android, Linux or any generalised issues that they 
might be having with their technology. I especially deal with printers and this 
keeps me busy considering how much they tend to break. Graduating last year, 
I have been taught at this school and have grown up fixing this tech, however 
I have come back to continue fixing the printers and all the other technological 
issues.
Glen Henderson

What a joy it is to be part of the EACS team in assisting Delcia in the Canteen.  I 
am enjoying meeting all the new students ( and boarders), and getting to know 
what each student likes or dislikes in the food department.  Having fun trying out 
new recipes and yummy healthy treats for recess and lunchtime ( keeping in mind 
food sensitivities and allergies). Looking forward to a great year and keeping the 
food interesting, seasonal  and yummy in the Canteen. 
Annie Smith

Live, learn and play in the heart of Esperance

I don’t know what to say except that I have lived in Esperance most of my life 
and have been self-employed in agriculture and the education system for many 
years as well as five years at Parks and Reserves for the Shire of Esperance. I 
am enjoying the change in life style and am happy to be part of a team that seeks 
to improve the quality of the education experience for your children by providing 
a happy, safe and enjoyable environment.
Philip Lindsay



Boarding House News
We are in the second half of the term now and the boarders have come back refreshed and smiling from their 
long weekend with their families. Some had not been home since the start of the term and we always admire 
how well they cope not seeing their family every night or having their Mum around to take care of everything, 
like most of the students do. 

For the first time, the boarders were offered a drop off and pick up bus run, getting them home and back again 
in style. The new bus made the trip to Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe, stopping at points along the way.  

Did you catch one of our radio programs last week? We have started a weekly trip to HopeFM and last week 
some of the boarders produced two showed, which aired on Wednesday and Thursday night. It was great fun 
and we discovered some pretty smooth radio voices. Many thanks to Meredith Waters, HopeFM manager, for 
her time to develop this program- keep your ears on the radio for the great things to come!



Curriculum Focus : Mathematics
The Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA)
Some students across year’s 10-12 are currently sitting their OLNA.

What is the OLNA and why is it important?
The OLNA is an online literacy and numeracy assessment. It is designed to enable students to successfully meet the 
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) requirement of demonstrating the minimum standard of literacy and 
numeracy.

To successfully meet the literacy (reading and writing) and numeracy requirement, students must demonstrate the skills 
regarded as essential to meet the demands of everyday life and work in a knowledge-based economy. These skills are 
described in Level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework.

The image below lists a few examples of things that a person with level 3 literacy skills should be able to do. 
 

Examples taken from the employment and training domains of the ACSF.

The image below lists a few examples of things that a person with level 3 numeracy skills should be able to do. 

 

Examples taken from the employment and community domains of the ACSF

NAPLAN Prequalification
Students who have achieved Band 8 or higher in any of the three components of reading, writing and numeracy in their 
Year 9 NAPLAN are acknowledged as having demonstrated proficiency in using a range of ACSF Level 3 skills in that 
component and are not subsequently required to sit the corresponding OLNA test.

Students who do not meet the pre-qualification standard in Year 9 must sit the OLNA in years 10-12 until requirements 
are met. This means students will have up to six opportunities before the end of Year 12 to demonstrate the standard.

• Year 10 students have SIX opportunities to demonstrate the minimum standard.
• Year 11 students have FOUR opportunities to demonstrate the minimum standard.
• Year 12 students have TWO opportunities to demonstrate the minimum standard.



Curriculum Focus: Mathematics
Preparation for the tests
The reading and numeracy tests each comprise 45 multiple-choice questions. Students have 50 minutes to complete 
each of these tests. The writing test is a typed response of up to 600 words. Students have 60 minutes to complete the 
writing test. 

To prepare students for the sorts of questions they can expect to be given access to practice and example tests is via 
a secure website. The link to the secure website for completion of practice and example tests is via the following portal:

• Website:      https://assess.scsa.wa.edu.au
• Username:  1481
• Password:   prac14

EACS is proud to say that over 95% of students successfully achieve OLNA benchmark requirements before they finish 
year 12.

Iain Clark

Educating the whole person – in mind, body and spirit 

From the Associate Principal 

Covid Adaptations
It is with much appreciation that we thank all staff, students, and parents the way they have quickly transitioned 
into mask wearing in accordance with WA Government requirements. Whilst there are occasional frustrations 
around the current mandated covid restrictions in place, which have necessitated significant changes to the way 
schools operate including the limitations on what they can and can’t currently offer students, it has been warming 
to see the buoyancy of spirit of EACS staff and students as they go about the business of teaching and learning 
in a safe, fun, tolerant and respectful educational environment.

Staff continue to look for innovative ways to maintain traction within their own specific learning domains and in 
walking around the school last week it was great to see two examples of covid safe practices in action. Firstly, 
the boarding house making the most of the beautiful weather relocating the evening prep session outdoors. 
Secondly, Mrs Saunders hosting her band rehearsal in DMP with purpose-built masks for musical instruments. 

Both activities are perfect examples of maintaining learning traction in a covid safe way, mindful of well-ventilated 
spaces, mask wearing and physical distancing.

Iain Clark



Community Notices

REGISTER NOW AT 
mothersdayclassic.com.au

JOIN US FOR THE
25TH MOTHER’S
DAY CLASSIC
ON SUNDAY 8TH MAY.

FOUNDED BY MAJOR SPONSOR PROCEEDS TO GOLD PARTNERS

NATIONAL MEDIA PARTNER VENUE PARTNERS

MOTHER’S DAY CLASSIC ESPERANCE
The Esplanade - Run 8km 7:30am, Walk 4km 8:00am

Walk-in Clinic.No BookingRequired.*

Child and Adult COVID-19 vaccine available. People aged 5+
years are eligible. Receive your FREE COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine.

1st, 2nd or Booster available. (Boosters 16+). 

*If you would prefer to make a booking please scan the OR code or visit 'Roll Up for WA'.

Esperance Bus Tour!
immunisation clinic
COVID-19
Goldfields

Mon 22nd March: 11:00am - 7:00pm
Gumtree Church - 69 Rowse Street, Nulsen, 6450

Tues 23rd March: 11:00am - 7:00pm
Gumtree Church - 69 Rowse Street, Nulsen, 6450

Wed 24th March: 11:00am - 7:00pm
RSL Club - 73 Dempster Street, Esperance, 6450

Fri 25th March: 11:00am - 7:00pm
RSL Club - 73 Dempster Street, Esperance, 6450


